Dedicated to the absolute separation of State and churc h
A Founding Member Society of the Atheist Alliance
and the Tampa Bay Coalition of Reason

Quarterly Newsletter
Volume XVI No. 6

Oct—Dec 2018

Now a live, one-hour call-in show
every Friday afternoon on WTAN
Clearwater—The A of F outreach program A THEIST

FORUM continues live production every Friday afternoon at
2:00. It can be heard on radio or the Internet.

WTAN broadcasts on three AM frequencies (1340, 1350 and
1400) and two FM frequencies (106.1 and 104.3) while simulcasting by YouTube on the Internet with live video feed. To
listen on the Internet, go to tantalk1340.com and you should
hear the live feed from the station; or you may call up archived
programs by selecting the Program Schedule and selecting Atheist Forum in the Friday, 2:00 PM position. To view a video of
the broadcast, click the Live Video Feed on our Website.
The Forum is currently available in at least four different places. You can ﬁnd all the options for listening to the podcast, including archived programs, at this link:
http://talk.aof.ngo/schedule/
Approximately half of the programs feature guests who call in
for an interview format. Some of our recent guests have included Herb Silverman, Seth Andrews, and Eddie Tabash, chair of
Center For Inquiry (CFI), who is concerned about the future of
the U.S. Supreme Court and the potential effect on our civil liberties as a result of recent judicial appointments.
Members of Atheists of Florida are encouraged to participate
on the show in person or by call-in connection. Contact Producer Ed Golly through our A OF F Web site and let us know what
topic you would like to bring to the show.
We begin each show by meeting for lunch at noon every Friday. All meetings are announced on our Meet-up site, and all
members are welcome to join us. Following lunch, we proceed
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J. Adkins—Wide World of Atheism

Atheist Forum continues production on WTAN

The set of the Atheist Forum in the WTAN studio with the production
staff, from left: Judy Adkins; Ed Golly; Jim Peterson; and Joe Reinhardt.

What You Can Do...
Members or supporters can help with production costs of broadcasting the Atheist Forum, either through donations to Atheists of
Florida or by advertising on the program.
STEP 1—Listen to the show. If you are in the Tampa Bay Area,
the Forum can be heard live on the radio. Or, call up the WTAN
Web site and you will hear the live broadcast. Or listen to any of
the archived Forums on the Atheists of Florida Web page at
TALK.AOF.NGO.
STEP 2—Make a monthly commitment of $10 or whatever
amount you would like to pledge through our PayPal account at:
http://talk.atheistsoffloridainc.org/support-aof/.
Or, if you have a business you would like to promote on the Forum, visit our Web site to see our rate schedule. We can produce
your ad free and run it during the program.

to the WTAN studio in Clearwater to produce the program. We
encourage our members to participate on the show with us
whenever they are available.
The A theist Forum began in 1993 as a Public Access TV
program and has continued production since then in various
formats, including a podcast and currently as the live radio
show. Our topics focus on state/church separation issues and
the positive aspects of the atheist lifestyle. We occasionally
engage in criticism of religion and political issues, but as a non
proﬁt organization, we do not endorse political candidates.
Blasphemy: What ignorant people call it when smart people
try to explain things to them.
—Urban Dictionary

Atheists of Florida actions and activities over the past several months have included:
















Weekly Atheist Forum broadcast, including national guests like Eddie Tabash and Seth Andrews as well as
guests from Florida;
Weekly Dinner and Discussion meetings (in various parts of Tampa Bay);
Circus McGurkis―an annual community fair;
Tampa Bay Times Festival of Reading―an annual event.
Darwin Day 2018―as a member of the Tampa Bay Coalition of Reason, we help sponsor this event, featuring special guests Phil Zuckerman, Jennifer Hancock, and Ryan Cragun;
Invocation presented to the city of Largo;
Candidate Questionnaire―We sent questions to candidates for statewide office regarding their views on
issues of importance to atheists;
Public school signs―schools are now required to post the state motto (In God we Trust) in a prominent
place in every building in every public school in the state. Atheists of Florida designed two compliant signs
and offered them to all schools in the state for free;
Contacted the city of Winter Garden regarding their policy on invocations since they have refused to allow
an atheist to provide the invocation;
Monitored legislative session for bills that promoted religious views, especially in public schools―alerted
friends and members to contact their legislators about questionable bills;
Monitored constitutional revisions to ensure that Florida continued to support real religious freedom and
not force taxpayers to support religious views with which they disagree―alerted friends and members
about issues that arose;
Contacted all School boards in the state of Florida asking if anyone had challenged textbooks that are used
in public schools after implementation of Florida law that allows anyone to challenge textbooks in their
county.

Atheists of Florida
activities

www.AtheistsofFloridaInc.org
Mailing Address
PO Box 130753
Tampa, FL 33681
Office
5103 S West Shore Blvd.
Tampa, FL 33611
478-227-5263
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ince its founding in 1992, Atheists of Florida has presented the voice of
atheism in Florida.
The organization has sought to bring together atheists for common activism supporting
state/church separation or simply the camaraderie of socializing with other atheists.
From our Atheist Forum productions to our outreach events to our meeting events or
simply to potluck events, we seek to expand on the positive aspects of the
atheist lifestyle living free of religious dogma.
We are a non proﬁt membership organization supported by member
dues and donations. The ofﬁcers and directors serve without any compensation.
Several weekends per month we meet at local restaurants for informal
dinners, offering prospective members an opportunity to meet some of
our directors and learn more about Atheists of Florida in a casual environment with no pressure to join.
The St. Pete Atheists Freethought Group meets for monthly dinner
meetings and their Meetup site can be found in the information box at
left. We welcome all those persons interested in joining or simply learning more about atheism.
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Blasphemy laws still exist in six of these
United States

A

“Laws
prohibiting
blasphemy
are a relic
of the
Middle
Ages”

ccording to the Pew Research Center, about
a quarter of all countries had anti-blasphemy laws
or policies as of 2014, and more than a tenth have laws
or policies against apostasy, or renouncing a religious
belief.
That does not mean people in the West risk being
imprisoned for taking the Lord’s name in vain. In
many countries, like Canada, old laws remain on the
books simply because nobody has bothered to get
them off—as the Irish did
last month when they voted
in a referendum to scrap their
blasphemy laws.
In a sign of massive social change in Ireland, voters
overwhelmingly decided in early November to remove
blasphemy as an offense from the country’s constitution. Although no one had been charged with blasphemy in the history of the Irish state, Ireland had passed
a law nine years ago that made the offense punishable
by a ﬁne of more than $28,000.
The Prime Minister of Ireland, who is the openly
gay son of an Indian immigrant named Leo Varadkar,
said, “What we want to have in Ireland is a 21stcentury constitution for a 21st-century republic.”

phemy against our most sacred beliefs.”
It is surprising, after that Supreme Court decision
and Obama’s speech, that six states still have laws
against blasphemy.
For example, Massachusetts, General Laws, Chapter
272, Section 36: Whoever willfully blasphemes the
holy name of God by denying, cursing or contumeliously reproaching God, his creation, government or
ﬁnal judging of the world, or by cursing or contumeliously reproaching or exposing to contempt and ridicule, the holy word of God contained in the holy scriptures shall be punished by imprisonment in jail for not
more than one year or by a ﬁne of not more than three
hundred dollars, and may also be bound to good behavior.
Why does it matter that these laws still exist?

Although rarely enforced, blasphemy laws allow for
some cases to be brought forward. A Pennsylvania
filmmaker was turned down in 2007 for a corporate
name “I Choose Hell Productions,” based on that
state’s blasphemy laws.
Blasphemy laws:





Restrict freedom of speech
Infringe on the right to freedom of religion
Often lead to human rights violations during enforcement
 Can incite mass violence
Massachusetts, Michigan, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South
 Fail to promote religious
harmony which is supposedly the
Carolina, and Wyoming have laws which reference blasphemy.
intention
Yet in the United States, six states still have old
blasphemy laws, even though no case would conceivably survive against the First Amendment. In the 1952
case of Joseph Burstyn, Inc. vs. Wilson, the U.S. Supreme Court found that “the state has no legitimate
interest in protecting any or all religions from views
distasteful to them...It is not the business of government in our nation to suppress real or imagined attacks
upon a particular religious doctrine...”
In a speech to the U.N. General Assembly, President
Barack Obama made a statement that “the majority of
Americans are Christian, and yet we do not ban blas-

The infamous Danish cartoons
became so publicized because of the blasphemy laws
attached to them. The Charlie Hebdo shooting is mass
violence based on perceived blasphemy. There is no
proof that blasphemy laws promote harmony―in fact,
countries with these laws often have highest levels of
religious tension.
Indonesia prides itself on being a moderate democracy that “respects diversity.” Yet extremism now
threatens that reputation when a Buddhist woman of
Chinese descent was sentenced to 18 months in prison
this summer for complaining to her neighbor “about
the ear-splitting volume of ampliﬁed calls to prayer
form a nearby mosque.”
Where does the United States stand today
on blasphemy laws?

The United States has been ﬁghting for religious
freedoms and an end to blasphemy laws abroad, and
has offered criticism on the intolerance of other cultures. The credibility of these actions will be seen as
questionable until they put an end to the hypocrisy. Of
course the exact same thing may be said about blue
laws.
Mel Lipman, a constitutional lawyer and president
of the American Humanist Association, says, “Laws
prohibiting blasphemy are a relic of the Middle Ages
and are blatantly unconstitutional. Blasphemy is a
purely religious offense and hence the sole concern of
religious organizations and their own members. By
contrast, those people without religion, or who have
religious beliefs that don’t condemn blasphemy,
shouldn’t be affected.”
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Blasphemy run amuck
Pakistan—In 2010, a Christian woman in Pakistan,

Asia Bibi, was convicted of blasphemy for allegedly
making “offensive comments” about Islam. She became the ﬁrst woman ever to be sentenced to death for
blasphemy in Pakistan. But on October 31, the country’s Supreme Court unexpectedly overturned her conviction. While this is excellent news, the decision has
sparked furious outrage from hardline Islamists, and many fear that
by the court’s overturning Bibi’s
death sentence, she could face yet
another at the hands of angry vigilantes.
She has been isolated on death
row for eight years after an accusation with little evidence that she
had spoken against the Prophet
Muhammad. A prominent governor
who spoke out in her defense was killed by his own
bodyguard, and mobs have rallied against the suggestion that leniency might be in order.
Several countries have reportedly offered her asylum.

NEWSFILES

▬ ▬     ▬
Asia Bibi

New Conservative Supreme Court to
Take Up Bladensburg Cross Case
From the Center For Inquiry (CFI) newsletter
Maryland—The U.S. Supreme Court, with its new

impenetrable bloc of religious-conservative justices,
has decided to hear the case of a forty-foot war memorial in the shape of a cross on public land in Maryland.
Last year, a federal
court ruled the overtly
religious display unconstitutional. But the
right-wing First Liberty Institute has convinced the nation’s top
court to hear their
case, with the news
coming just before
Veterans’ Day.
“We shouldn’t impose a religion on the
memory of the men
and women who have
fought and died for this country,” said
Jason Lemieux, CFI’s director of government affairs and a former Marine sergeant. “In the history of our country, service members from all walks of life have
made the ultimate sacriﬁce for us. What
they had in common was an oath to the
Constitution of the United States, not a
religion.”
▬ ▬     ▬

Hawking: “There is no God.”
From World Religion News

Stephen Hawking, well-known physicist and atheist, dismissed the idea of

4

Oct―Dec 2018

God a few months prior to his death. In his latest book,
Brief Answers to the Big Questions, published posthumously, he dismisses the idea of heaven as a kind of
fairy story for people who are afraid of dark spaces. He
died in March at 76 years of age.
In his book, Hawking wrote that God does not exist.
He emphatically said the universe is directed by no one
and by extension there is no afterlife or heaven as well.
Belief in any event after death is simply wishful thinking. No reliable evidence supports any event post
death, and the whole idea is totally at odds with scientiﬁc thinking. When people die, they return to the dust
from where they actually came. The only way, he said,
to live on after death is to pass genes on to children.
▬ ▬     ▬

Remarkable reaction to Penn shooting
Atheists of Florida reacts

Three days after eleven people were massacred at a
Pittsburgh synagogue by a Christian nationalist, one
would hope that the White House would have dispatched spokespersons who could foster civility and
comfort. Alas, it was not to be. Despite the overt antiSemitic, Christian extremist pronouncements of the
killer, Trump advisor Kellyanne Conway pointed the
ﬁnger at “anti-religiosity,” late-night comedians
“making fun” of the religious, and “driving God out of
the public square.”
“The late night comedians. The un-funny people on
TV shows. It’s always anti-religious. And remember,
these people were gunned down in their place of worship’,” said Conway. “As were the people in South
Carolina several years ago. And they were there because they’re people of faith and it’s that faith that
needs to bring us together. This is no time to be driving
God out of the public square. No time to be making
fun of people.”
Following is the response to the shooting that Atheists of Florida posted on its Web site:

Atheists are often accused of hating religion and its followers. We do not. We do,
however, strongly support the U.S. Constitution, which guarantees the right to have
and express religious ideas, but also protects the right to criticize those same ideas.
For most Americans, believer or not, shooting people in a church, synagogue,
mosque, grocery store, or anywhere else,
would never enter their minds. Trying to
bomb public ofﬁcials, celebrities, or any
person, would never be contemplated. Unfortunately, there are a few people who
commit these horrendous acts. Those people are the enemy of our country, of our
way of life, and of our representative democracy. It is the duty of all loyal citizens
who encounter the ideology of hate, bigotry, and violence to join together to actively
and openly denounce it. It is the practical
duty of government to prevent those who
threaten harm from realizing their ambitions.
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